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^_Ii l ilLfl Ljj aJ ^ j 1 J_lj1i A__i 6 j A SLlj J) \S £3 j_li J 6 j_l1i j j_o A__A j A_i c Hli j Il_fl i 
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LSJ)^*‘ JH-^-LJu J jiö & j ,jIj_) j_il jJ . j L^k_ j 4_i 4.1-i J 4.1. j.xi 4li ^ ^Lj j llö b j_i 4_i_u j 
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‘Yvt jo t( r.. ./irv^) <£ >jL_!,l (i) 

THIESEN, F., 4 Manuel of Classical Persian Prosody, Wiesbaden, 
Otto Harrassowitz, 1982, p. 79. 
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^ c j^-e j jj bA ^ (jj^ (jr^j j ^ c 
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(dictionnaire), Paris, 10/18, 1984. pp. 316-317. 
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variable structure, which was to reflect the multiple semantic 
nuances in the poem. 

In a similar perspective, Goran sought to free Kurdish 
poetry from its classical constraints. But he soon turned to 
non-academic forms of poetry to meet his ends, and made use 
of a prosody widely inspired by oral Kurdish poetry, which 
had hardly ever been written at all. In so doing, he granted the 
poetic pattern a claim to immemorial Kurdish origins. In his 
critical essays on poetry writing, Nima suggests that the poet 
must coin a new personal poetic language and imagery. But 
Goran mostly aims to be universally understood. He calls for 
a “kurdilied” lexicon and straightforward imagery. His fonnal 
poetic innovations therefore reveal an ideological concem 
with identity which is entirely absent from Nima’s work. 

In ridding itself of Persian influence, one may wonder, 
could modem Kurdish poetry therefore have sought to meet 
with the issues of rising national awareness? The comparative 
study of the two founding figures of Kurdish and Persian 
poetic modernity breathes new life into this contemporary 
political debate. 
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Abstract 


From its earlier stages, the developments of Kurdish 
poetry had mostly followed in the wake of the widely 
approved of Persian model. But when both languages took a 
step forward into literary modernity in the first decades of the 
20 th century, Kurdish poetry somewhat freed itself from the 
Persian tradition. 

This newly achieved autonomy appears particularly clear 
if one considers the scant interest with which Abdollah 
Goran, master figure of the Kurdish poetic modernity, greeted 
the achievements of his Iranian counterpart, Nima Yushij, 
despite his perfect knowledge of both classical and 
contemporary Persian poetry. A comparison of the two poets’ 
work, of their use of prosody, formal devices and linguistic 
structures, as well as of their respective imagery, may explain 
the reasons for this divorce. 

In their account of poetic modemity itself, and the main 
reforms it implies, the poets widely differed in view. 
According to Nima, Persian classical poetry, petrified as it 
were, could now hardly escape academism. As a solution, he 
called for radical technical changes and conceived of a 
thoroughly new aesthetic. He claimed to shatter the traditional 
uniformity of meter and monotony of rhyme to give rise to a 
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toutes les nuances de sens du poême. 

Parti d’un projet similaire, Goran interroge davantage les 
fonnes de poêsies non conventionnelles, et trouve bientot une 
solution dans l’emploi d’une prosodie inspirêe de la poêsie 
orale. Le renouvellement des techniques poêtiques qu’il 
envisage ainsi vise principalement la rêappropriation par le 
poête d’une identitê kurde longtemps ignorêe par l’êcrit. 
Aussi, si Nima encourage le poête a crêer un langage nouveau 
et a façonner des images riches en polysêmie, le travail de 
Goran têmoigne a l’inverse de la volontê de se rendre 
accessible au plus grand nombre. « Kurdification » du lexique 
et transparence de l’imagerie sont les deux mots d’ordre de 
son esthêtique. 

Les innovations formelles de la poêsie de Goran 
têmoignent ainsi d’un souci idêologique et identitaire absent 
de la dêmarche de Nima. La poêsie kurde modeme aurait-elle 
conquis son indêpendance vis-a-vis du modêle persan sur la 
base d’une conscience nationale assumêe ? L’êtude conjointe 
des deux principaux initiateurs de la modemitê poêtique 
kurde et persane soulêve du moins la question. 
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esume 


La poêsie kurde s’est longtemps dêveloppêe dans le 
sillage de la tradition persane. Mais le dêbut du XXe siêcle 
qui marque l’avênement de la modernitê littêraire dans les 
deux langues voit la poêsie kurde s’êmanciper de l’hêgêmonie 
persane. Cette prise de distance se manifeste notamment dans 
l’indiffêrence qu’Abdollah Goran, figure emblêmatique de la 
modemitê poêtique kurde, semble têmoigner a l’êgard de son 
homologue iranien, Nima Yushij, en dêpit de sa connaissance 
notoire de la poêsie persane classique et contemporaine. 

Une analyse comparêe des procêdês formels de ces deux 
poêtes, de leur usage respectif de la prosodie et des structures 
linguistiques, comme de leur imagerie privilêgiêe, nous 
êclaire sur les causes de ce divorce. II rêsulte de la divergence 
de vue que revendiquent les deux poêtes dans leur conception 
même de la modemitê poêtique et des rêformes qu’elle 
implique. 

Nima s’ engage dans une refonte esthêtique et technique 
intêgrale de la poêsie persane classique, parvenue selon lui a 
un stade de figement proche de l’acadêmisme. Pour y 
remêdier, il rompt avec l’homogênêitê du mêtre et la 
monotonie d’une rime autrefois invariable, introduisant une 
libertê relative dans la stmcture, qui doit dêsormais reflêter 
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